The Race Is Not Over

Hebrews 12:18-24
Introduction:

“Pittsburgh player who spiked the ball on the 5 yard line.”
All of chapter 12 is about running the race:
12:1-4 - Run the race set before you and lay aside every weight and sin.
12:5-11 - Training and chastening.
12:12-17 - The direction of the race.
There is a blessing to be won.

It can also be lost!

Our hope is centered on winning the race and the prize

I. Do Not Run Scared – 12:18-21
Don’t run by the old covenant standards.


(What we have not come to)
A. The Awful Majesty of God – 12:18-19


Mt. Sinai-where Israel received the law

1. Can be Touched – but they must not be.
2. Blackness – Thick darkness where Moses entered –
Exodus 20:21
“So the people stood at a distance, while Moses approached ﻿﻿the thick cloud where God was”. 

3. Darkness - has an evil connotation.
II Peter 2.17
“These are ﻿﻿springs without water and mists driven by a storm, ﻿﻿for whom the ﻿﻿blackness of darkness has been reserved.”
4. Tempest- storm or Whirlwind
5. The Sound of a Trumpet – see Revelation 1:10
﻿
“I was in the Spirit on ﻿﻿the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me ﻿﻿a loud voice, as of a trumpet, saying, ﻿﻿“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,”

Jehovah of the Old Testament is the Jesus of the New Testament.
B. The Absolute Inapproachability of God – 12:20


Only Moses was allowed on the Mountain.


Anyone else would die.

Even any animal that strayed on the Mt. was to be stoned or shoot with an arrow.
C. The Awe-stricken Fear of God – 12:21

Even Moses was afraid, “I am exceedingly afraid and trembling.”
Jesus said, 
“if the righteous are scarcely saved, where do the sinner and the ungodly appear?”

From that frightening picture, the writer turns to a far different scene:

We are brought face to face not with the terrors of Sinai -But to a heavenly presence.
Not with material - But spiritual.
Not finding expression in threatening commands - But in the means of reconciliation.
Not in fear - But in hope
Yet, the importance of this position is not less than but greater than that of the Israelites.

We do not need to run scared - We now run secure.
II. Do Run Secure - 12:22-24

A. A New Place - 12:22a

Mount Zion – Not Sinai

This picture is used by Paul in two places:

Galatians 4:21-31 
“Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law? ﻿For it is written that Abraham had two sons: ﻿﻿the one by a bondwoman, ﻿﻿the other by a freewoman.”
Contrast between Hagar the bond woman and Sarah the free woman.

2 Corinthians 3:3-18

﻿﻿“our sufficiency is from God, ﻿who also made us sufficient as ﻿﻿ministers of ﻿﻿the new covenant, not ﻿﻿of the letter but of the spirit; for ﻿﻿the letter kills, ﻿﻿but the spirit gives life.”
“the city of the living God” – not of dead animals.
“It is the city that has foundations whose builder and maker is God” - Hebrews 11:10.
“For which Abraham looked” - Hebrews 11:16
“which we still seek” - Hebrews 13:14

It is the city that John saw coming down from God out of heaven - Revelations 21:2

The heavenly Jerusalem – not earthly
It can’t be touched – not physical - Sinai could be touch by they were not allowed to.
Note: That which you can not touch is more real than that which you can touch.

Just as that which you cannot see is more real than that which you can see.
B. A New Persons – 12:22b – 24a

1. A Company of Angels – 12:22b

“an innumerable company” - thousands of angels. 

The mountain was full of chariots of fire round about.
“Thousand thousands ten thousand times ten thousand”
“A multitude of the heavenly host”
“Twelve legions”
These are the un-fallen angels 2/3
They are holy, but not redeemed. They never needed redemption.

2. The Church of the Firstborn – Colossians 1:18
“And ﻿﻿He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, ﻿﻿the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 
3. God – the Judge of All

Not just Israel
Not just the church

Not just believers

But of all beings in heaven and earth.

4. The Old Testament Saints

There was a time when their sins were not taken away, they were covered - Hebrews 10:4; Romans 3:25.
5. Jesus - the Mediator of the New Covenant

He is called mediator in four other chapters of Hebrews 7, 8, 9, 10.
At Sinai Moses was afraid.
At this gathering, Jesus walks in and sits down.
He has made atonement for the people of the New Covenant and of the mosaic covenant as well, in fact for all men of all ages, even though some have refused to accept that free gift.

C. A New Position – 12:24b - “The sprinkling of the blood”
Moses sprinkled all of the people with the blood of animals.

All believers – old and new testament – have been sprinkled with the blood of the Lamb of God – who takes away the sin of the world.

Therefore we may enter boldly into this scene, through no merit of our own, but by the merit of the Son of God, Himself.

This blood speaks of better things than the blood of Abel.

Abel’s blood cried out 
from the earth

for vengeance against 
his brother.

Jesus blood calls out 

from heaven 

for forgiveness 
for those He calls brothers.

Conclusion:

